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EQUALITIES AND HUMAN RIGHTS COMMITTEE 

CHILDREN (EQUAL PROTECTION FROM ASSAULT) (SCOTLAND) BILL  

SUBMISSION FROM EDGAR BLACK  

Do you support the Bill‟s aim to end the physical punishment of children by parents or 

carers?  

 I do not support this aim. 

 I think the title of the bill confuses „punishment‟ with „assault‟. 

 I agree that the law should offer children protection from assault or abuse. 

 I think that the present law should be left as it is, because it already defines 
unreasonable physical punishment as an offence. 

 I think that reasonable punishment/chastisement (which includes smacking) should 
continue to be permitted. 

 Children benefit from loving discipline and clear boundaries, and the removal of the 
use of reasonable chastisement would, in my opinion, remove an important option 
for loving parents as they seek to define and maintain those clear boundaries. 

 I think the proposed Bill also confuses „adult‟ and „child‟, by seeking to provide “equal 
protection”.  By definition, children are not adults.  If, as a society in Scotland, we 
want to promote child safety and well-being, parents need to be able to warn children 
effectively about danger and inappropriate behaviour. 

 I think the proposals are not properly evidence-based, and I would encourage the 
Committee to consider the following: 

o A ComRes online poll in 2017 found that 74% of the 1,010 Scottish adults 
who participated were against criminalising smacking; only 14% were in 
favour. 

o Since the introduction of a smacking ban in Sweden in 1979, child-on-child 
violence has actually increased significantly. 

 I am also concerned that these proposals see the state interfering inappropriately in 
issues of family life.  Scotland has a longstanding tradition that sees parents rather 
than the state exercising primary responsibility for children.  The courts have an 
important role to play in family matters, but only as a last resort.  These proposals 
represent a significant re-drawing of the boundary between the state and parents, to 
the detriment of parents and, ultimately, Scottish children. 

 

Are there any equalities and human rights issues raised by the approach taken in the Bill 

that should be considered? 

 I am concerned that the proposed change in the law would have a disproportionate 
and detrimental impact on those who approach parenting through a religious lens.  
For example, it may bring more Christian parents to the attention of social workers. 

 


